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In fact the difference has its roots inthe Circumstances of origin of the two 
earliest schoals of law, the Malikis and the Hanatis. Maliki Law developed 
in the traditionaly Arab Center of Medina, The Social standards it accepted 
and reflected were naturally those of the patriarchial Arabian tribe in 
which. Inter alia, the male members of the tribe controlled the marriages of 
‘ts women. Hanifi law, on the other hand, grew up in the Iraqi Locality of 
Kufa. Where Persian influcence Predominated (Abu Hanifa himself was of 
Persian extraction) and where socicty. In contras to that of Medina, was 
almost cosmopolitan. In this setting, where the traditional standards ot 
Arabian tribal life had not the same relevance, it was natural that woman 
sould have a relatively higher status and, in particular, the right to contract 
her awn marriage.© 
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oS Shalit merely borrows and repeals the reasoning of Abu Hanila" 
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"Abu Hanifa shows a high degree of technical reasoning, is sharprighted 
and systematic, and anticipates Shaft'l's doctorine". 4 
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‘The Hanafi Schoo! Originated in Irak and was in the lime of the Abbasids 
the prevailing Official doctrine. It spread to the East and Flourished 
Particularly in Khurasan and Transoxania, Numerous Famous jurists of this 
School came from there. From the fifth century till well inte the time of the 
mongols the family [bn Maza wielded even the Political power in Bukhara 
us heredilary rais (chief) of the Hanafites of the town, wilh the little of Sadr. 
In Khurasan they developed from the third century an irrigation law of 
their own, adopted to the canal systems there. Bul also in the maghrib they - 
had their adherents alongside the Malikites until the fifth century, in sicily 
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"With the decline of the Abbasid Callphale the Hanafi School also declined 
in power, bul wilh Lhe rise of the Ottaoman empire they rev ived",! 
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